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federal rules that say how you want to treat your water, and that's fine," he said,
noting that the state also has its own rules and standards for what water is safe to
drink, using or selling. "It's not like we're never going to regulate water in this state.
It's just too big to ignore." South Florida Water Management District Director Robert
Rudder said he's been fascinated by Groundwater Act litigation since he first heard
about it in his job two decades ago as an attorney in the Palm Beach County
government. "It's about as comprehensive a groundwater regulatory statute as you
could ask for," Rudder said. Palm Beach County Water Management District officials
have been working to develop a unified set of regulations that will control what
people and businesses can and can't do with groundwater. But the county has been
part of the ongoing legal battles of the past few decades. The district must establish
rules for any activities that extract water from the aquifer and allow people and
businesses to do the same, but it also must monitor the environment to see if
anything is happening harmful to humans. There are also rules about how to keep
water use in balance with the sustainable flow of groundwater. Officials said they
have taken a holistic approach, considering things like the size of aquifers and the
proximity of wells, groundwater conservation and the need to sustainably use
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water, and the impact on the environment. It's clear that the Groundwater Act has a
lot of outside influence. In 1997, the state of Florida determined that wells in
Broward, Miami-Dade and Palm Beach counties were extracting and selling water
that wasn't part of the recharge zone for the aquifer that serves the area. The
Groundwater Act has been around for two decades, but the state only recently
issued permits for well-users to sell water, becoming the first state with active sales
of groundwater in Florida. 0cc13bf012
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