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with MyWay and LU As New York City’s Modern Taxi Commission prepares to launch its revised Taxi and Limousine (TLC)

regulatory system — known as MyWay — one of the major components of the new TLC rules is expanding access to carpool and
vanpool programs and public transportation. Cab companies have always had access to a network of public transportation

options. MyWay is designed to enhance their use of alternative-transportation services by providing incentives to participate in
the network. To make MyWay a success, however, the regulations need to address a real problem: the shortage of accessible
public transportation options for taxi and limousine customers. The TLC’s new regulations aim to help reduce that problem by

increasing participation by licensed vehicles of all kinds in public transportation services. In other words, city residents can
actually book a ride home from a cab with a bus or subway route to their destination. To make that happen, taxis and limousines
have to be in transit service, which means they have to carry at least three passengers or they have to have at least 10% of their
seats reserved. Rides from taxis and limos to public transportation will be allowed only after the passenger has booked a trip with

the specific service they wish to take. The TLC’s MyWay proposal, however, does not directly address the need to add carpool
and vanpool options to the network, because such programs are not yet in place as a regular part of the public transportation

system. When the commission adopted its goals for the TLC, it noted that “dire transportation problems… will persist unless [the]
city adopts a range of innovative transportation solutions such as programs that encourage carpooling and vanpooling” (see BOX
“MyWay Goals”). To provide the tools to encourage those innovations, the TLC is seeking to eliminate barriers to that market. For

instance, making available efficient, low-cost vans for carpooling will remove a key cost-and-inconvenience barrier.
Unfortunately, the TLC has not considered many of the other incentives, including subsidies, that need to be in place to allow

carpooling and vanpooling to become more affordable and convenient alternatives to owning one’s own 6d1f23a050
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