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. Â . Passwordgratisparareallifecam Â· . Â .Q: Delete all files not fitting given file criteria I am wondering how can one delete all files that do not fit the criteria in a directory, and its subdirectories. For example, I have directory 'Somedir' with files like this abc.txt bcd.txt And i'd like to delete all files that are not 'xyz.txt'
in 'Somedir'. A: Since shell does not have features like a do-while loop, it's a good idea to add a loop around the rm: for f in * ; do if [ -f "$f" ] && [! -f "${f//\//- }" ] ; then rm -r "$f" fi done Add exit 0 in the end to exit the for loop after all files have been checked. If possible, -f could be replaced by -s. The former will

handle character encodings and -s will perform a stat instead of checking the file type. It's more efficient to create a tmp file just for using in rm -r for f in * ; do outfile="${f//\//- }.tmp" [ -f "$f" ] && [! -s "$outfile" ] && rm -r "$f" done A: if you prefer to avoid loops: #!/bin/bash dir=$1 shift for file in "$dir"/*; do if [! -f
"${file//\//- }" ] ; then rm -r "$file" fi done same thing, but maybe more readable in shell. A: for file in * ; do if [! -f ${file//\//- } ] ; then rm -r "$file" fi done Thanks to aix for pointing out that the ${file//\//- } may need escaping if the file contains spaces. In this case I used the second character of a single quoted string,
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